Analysis of forces acting upon submacular hemorrhage in pneumatic displacement.
To analyze the forces affecting pneumatic displacement of submacular hemorrhage and determine an efficient postoperative positioning method for patients. Geometric analysis of the forces that act upon submacular hemorrhage in the absence and presence of a gas bubble. A component of gravity force of the hemorrhage parallel to the subretinal space is responsible for pneumatic displacement. This component is largest when the patient is looking straightforward and is absent when the patient is positioned facedown. Face down positioning is not optimal for pneumatic displacement of submacular hemorrhage and should be avoided.